
 

Connecticut Society Sons of the American Revolution  

All Members Meeting 

November 14, 2015 

Griswold Inn, Essex, CT 
 

 

President Ethan Stewart called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m. 

Following the invocation, the Pledge of Allegiance, and the Pledge to the SAR, Secretary Paul Selnau 

indicated that, with 30 members in attendance, a quorum was present for the meeting. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting on September 19, 2015 were approved online. 

 

The following reports are posted on the web site.  The Members present had no questions on the reports 

submitted. 

 

Board of Managers Reports: 

 

President’s Report – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by Ethan Stewart 

 

Trustee’s Report – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by Kenneth Roach 

 

Alternate Trustee’s Report – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by David Perkins  

 

2
nd

 Vice-President’s Report - (See full report posted on the web site) presented by William Robbins 

 

Treasurer’s Report – The treasurer was not able to attend today’s meeting.  (His report was posted on 

the web site after the meeting) presented by Daniel Benoit  

 

Registrar Report – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by Gregory Thompson 

 

Planning & Program Committee - (See full report posted on the web site) presented by William 

Robbins. Bill Robbins reported that the Red Barn in Westport has closed.  We planned on meeting at that 

location on April 2, 2016 for the all members meeting.  If any member has a suggestion for another 

location in that area please contact Bill Robbins. 

 

Real Property Steward – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by David Packard.   

 

Technology Manager’s Report - (See full report posted on the web site) Dave Perkins 

 

Historic Sites and Celebrations: (See full report posted on the web site) presented by Todd Gerlander.   

 

By-laws Committee- William Fenn indicated that the bylaws committee will be meeting after the today’s 

meeting to review and discuss proposed bylaw revisions and clarifications for the BOM to review. 

 



Flag Committee – (See full report posted on the web site) presented by Ken Buckbee  

 

Historic Sites and Celebrations Committee - (See full report attached) presented by Todd Gerlander 

 

Branch Reports: 

 

Branch 1: Gen David Humphreys – (See full report posted on the web site) 

 

Putnam 4: Gen Israel Putman - (See full report posted on the web site) 

 

Branch 6: Capt. Nathan Hale – (See full report posted on the web site) 

 

Branch 9: Capt. Ebenezer Baldwin - (See full report posted on the web site) 

 

Old Business 

 

No Old business 

 

Motion One: Amendment to Article VI, Section 4; on the Proxy voting; was presented for a vote by 

Secretary Paul Selnau.  During a general discussion it was determined that not all members had received a 

copy of the motion and therefore the motion could not be voted on at today’s meeting.  Due to a 

procedural problem in publishing the motion to all members, Secretary Paul Selnau withdrew the motion.  

The motion will be sent out to the membership prior to the April 2, 2016 all members meeting.   

New business: 

 

Gary Pitcock and Ethan Stewart visited the Connecticut State Historical Society.  He passed out copies of 

a list of articles that are owned by the CTSSAR and those that have been donated by the CTSSAR. He 

also discussed several historical facts about the CTSSAR that are stored at that location. 

Ethan Stewart discussed the Wadsworth Elm Plaque discovered at the Connecticut State Historical 

Society.  Ethan Stewart and our grant writer are filling out the required paperwork to get this plaque 

permanently loaned to the CTSSAR.  It is his hope that the plaque could be placed at the war office. Ethan 

Stewart also passed out copies of the book “The Wadsworth Elm” 

Progress on the Massing of the Colors and the 125 Anniversary celebrations was reviewed by Bill 

Robbins.  He is in discussions with the town on establishing a date; our grant writer is in the preparing a 

grant to assist us in planning the event, and invitations to several other organizations will be going out 

soon.  The Massing of the Colors will take place at the First Congregational Church.  

Dave Packard reported that the properties committee is in the early stages of planning and is working with 

our grant writer on the 125 Anniversary celebrations.  The grant was available today for review by the 

members.  A full notice will be sent out to all members after the details have been finalized. 

Todd and Lee Gerlander question the renovations to the interior of the war office and noted that the 

renovations are not in keeping with the period of the building. Dave Packard noted that the renovations 

were based on research done by the past members and the grants submitted were available today for 

viewing.  There are objections to the wall that was added.  Dave Packard indicated that the wall was 



placed back in the 1891 location; that location was chosen based by research in 1891 and is believed to be 

the original location.  We added a closet to incorporate the air conditioning, alarm systems, and to relocate 

the electrical panel from the exterior to the interior.  

Todd and Lee Gerlander are interested in the condition of the War Office when the SAR obtained the 

building and in the period between 1775 and 1783 when Trumbull used it as the War Office.   On the 

grants, it was not available at that meeting as stated. They stated that, as members of the BOM they 

wanted to see all future grants before they were sent out, since our names were on it, and he stated he 

could do that, and that he would make copies to us available in the future. The grant had already been 

submitted late September, but was not mentioned in the submitted property reports. Contrary to what 

Dave stated, Todd and Lee Gerlander feel the wall was not restored to the 1891 location, nor is this based 

on the research from the original restoration. The 1891 wall was destroyed (2014/2015) when they put in 

the new fireplace and wall which is obvious to everyone who has seen it, since we no longer have a front 

window in the south room. If that was true we would not now have a front window in a broom closet.   

The south room is now very small, and the north room is very large. The allocation of the two rooms has 

also now been changed. Stuart (Trumbull's biographer) stated the council met in the north apartment, now 

for some reason it's been shifted to the small south room? There is no similarity to what they did in the 

1891 restoration, in fact a case can be made it's now been restored to the condition CTSSAR originally 

inherited it, when it was a tenant house. They are still waiting to see the documentation for this restoration 

in the first place, since CTSSAR President Jonathan Trumbull and the CTSSAR stated it was restored to 

its original condition in the 1890's. Additional discussions on the issues will take place between Dave 

Packard and Todd and Lee Gerlander.  President Stewart suggested that Steve Marshal attend an 

upcoming meeting to discuss the issues. 

David Perkins presented two framed maps depicting the event of the American Revolution he received 

when he attend congress.  The will be used in presentations in schools, a copy will be available on the 

web site. David Perkins updated members on the new features of the web site, in particular the ancestry 

tab.  We are using our site to promote the CTSSAR and Revolutionary war history.  David Perkins 

introduced John Manning Historian General was in attendance at today’s meeting. 

David Perkins noted that Todd Gerlander, past Color Guard Commander was presented the von Steuben 

award for his years of service. 

Robert Rivard reported that he and President Stewart presented the Nathan Hale award to Carolyn Miller 

Coast Guard Cadet in September and read the very nice thank you note we received from her. 

David Perkins noted that for the first time, we have four published newsletters this year thanks to the 

efforts of Damien Cregeau.  Damien thanked all members participating in the events and submitting items 

to him for publication. 

A motion was made and seconded to break for lunch at 11:45 and reconvened at 1:20 

 

President Stewart reported that the Sherman Branch is having a meeting tomorrow to induct new officers, 

President Stewart and Secretary Selnau will be attending.  We are very pleased to induct their new 

officers.  We were originally attending the meeting to induct new members into the Branch and to discuss 

the suspension of the Branch with the members. 

 



We have two meeting on our list of upcoming meeting that have not been approved by the members; 

September 24, 2016 and November 5, 2016. A motion was mad and seconded to accept the dates, all 

members voted in favor of the meeting dates.  

 

Speaker Ken Daigler discussed his book; Spies, Patriots, and Traitors: American Intelligence in the 

Revolutionary War. He incorporated his experience in his 30 years of service as a CIA officer, especially 

in his assessment of Nathan Hale and other leaders of the Revolutionary War. 

 

Following the SAR recessional and the benediction, we adjourned the meeting at 2:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Paul H. Selnau, Secretary  


